NAVIGATING THE COURT SYSTEM

UTAH SUPREME COURT

Five Justices: 10-year terms

The Supreme Court is the “court of last resort” in Utah. It hears appeals from
capital and first-degree felony cases and all district court civil cases other than domestic
relations cases. The Supreme Court also has jurisdiction over judgments of the Court of
Appeals, proceedings of the Judicial Conduct Commission, lawyer discipline,
and constitutional and election questions.

COURT OF APPEALS

Seven Judges: 6-year terms

The Court of Appeals hears all appeals from the Juvenile Courts
and those from the District Courts involving domestic relations and criminal matters
of less than a first-degree felony. It also may hear any cases transferred
to it by the Supreme Court.

JUVENILE COURT

Twenty-seven Judges: 6-year terms / One Court Commissioner

Juvenile Court is the state court with jurisdiction over youth under
18 years of age, who violate a state or municipal law. The Juvenile Court also
has jurisdiction in all cases involving a child who is abused,
neglected, or dependent.

DISTRICT COURT

Seventy-two Judges: 6-year terms / Eight Court Commissioners

District Court is the state trial court of general jurisdiction.
Among the cases it hears are: * Civil cases ¢ Domestic relations cases
* Probate cases ©Criminal cases © Small claims cases
* Appeals from Justice Courts

JUSTICE COURT
One hundred and three Judges: 4-year terms

Located throughout Utah, Justice courts are locally-funded
and operated courts. Justice Court cases include: * Misdemeanor criminal cases
* Traffic and parking infractions. © Small claims cases
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